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Cyril Chambers, the Kidderminster ringer 
who became Tower Captain at St Paul's, 
Durban and rang in the first peal in Natal. 
(continued from p.367) 
St George's Cathedral in Cape Town was 
designed along the lines of St Pancras' in 
London by the Government Architect, John 
Skirrow, and built in the 1830s. A set of eight 
bells was cast by T. Mears and Son at White-
chapel and was hung in the Cathedral in 
1835. The bells were supplied with clappers 
to which ropes were attached and to which 
springs were fitted so that they could be 
'chimed'. There is no evidence that the bells 
were ever rung full circle so that they cannot 
be described as a ring, even though fears 
were expressed for the safety of the tower. 
Indeed, the bells are known to have been 
used for playing 'hymn tunes and wedding 
marches' . . 
The names of some of the 'ringers' are 
recorded on two brass plaques that used to 
be in the old bell tower but are presently in 
the ringing chamber at the 'new' cathedral. 
In 1908 the 'ringers' were, according to one 
of the plaques: J. W. Craig (capt.), C. Schluter 
(vice capt.), L. V. Knight, R. Coates, P. J. Bain, 
H. H. Cox, H. Coates, R. Pallett, G. Curtis, E. 
Sir Charles Smith, sugar magnate and donor 
of the Greyville bells. 
Koch, E. A. Bambury, E. Blows, T. Buxton, E. 
Hart, C. Ferguson, W. H. Norburn, H. Buxton, 
A. Sedgwick, W. Spargo, L. Sedgewick, P. D. 
Peacey, A. Windrum, A. W. Purney, L. Lady. 
They may have been pupils at St George's 
Grammar School. 
In 1901 the foundation stone was laid for 
the present cathedral building at StGeorge's. 
This was designed by the Diocesan Architect, 
Herbert Baker, who had come to South Africa 
from England in 1892. Baker left South Africa 
in 1913 and was knighted in 1926 for his 
architectural work, which included co-
operating with Sir Edwin Lutyens on New 
Delhi. 
Baker designed a fine tower, to be 
surmounted by a spire, that would be semi-
detached from and lie on the north side of 
the cathedral nave. That tower would have 
dominated St George's street. Archbishop 
Jones had wanted a central tower, but Baker 
believed that would necessitate 'a compara-
tively narrow Nave and very large obstructive 
centra I piers .. . there is a I ways a risk of 
vibration in hanging a large peal of bells in a 
central tower' . It was not until 1906 that real 
Jane Webster, 
Founder of the South African Guild. 
progress was made on building the new 
cathedral, and Baker's buttressed tower was 
never erected . 
The old tower was demol ished in 1952. The 
bells, after much uncertainty, were sent back 
to Whitechapel and, with the aid of a · 
bequest made specifically for the casting and 
installation of a ring of bells 'in the 'new' 
cathedral, were recast on 24/1/1963. The new 
ring of ten arrived in Cape Town in February 
1965. They languished on the ground until a 
steel frame was erected for them outside the 
cathedral in 1970. Finally, in 1979 a squat 
two-story tower was built to the south west 
of the nave, in which the bells were hung in 
August that year. The tower was designed by 
Revel Fox. The bells were dedicated on 
29/9/1981. 
The f irst peal on the bells was Plain Bob 
Minor, which was rung on 3n/1982 in 2h50 by 
J. Riadore I, W. Smith 2, Hilary Moekli 3, 
Madeleine Lindley 4, John Botham 5, Paul 
Spencer (conductor) 6. The first peal on the 
ten was rung by an English visiting band on 
22/4/1993, when Bernard Groves conducted 
(continued overleaf) 
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Cambridge Surpri se Royal in 3h28. Two 
other peals of Royal, plus one other ' local ' peal 
of Mi nor had been rung by the end of 2000. 
Sixty-e ight quarters had been rung at the 
Cathedral by the end of 2000, the fi rst being 
Grandsire Doubles on 29/811 980, conducted by 
Bi ll Smith. Bi ll ca lled many others quarters, 
including Grands ire Triples on 30/3/ 1985 in 
which rang Paul Spencer, Colin and Gill Lewi s 
(all of whom have played major ro les at 
Grahamstown). Bill Smith 's last quarter, 
conducted by Coli n Lewis, was Grandsire 
Triples on 2/1 / 1997, in which Carolyn Lewis 
rang her first quarter of Triples. Bill died later 
that year, having just been honoured with Life 
Membership of the South African Gui ld. 
Richard (Dick) Holmes, who came to South 
Africa in 1970, having been born in Colchester, 
took on the mantle of leadership from Bill 
Smith. Dick had learn t to ring at Woodstock. 
Quarters at the cathedral by South African 
res ident ringers since 1997 have been of 
Doubles and of Plain Bob Minor. The cathedral 
band in 200 I comprised seven members born in 
Britain, two in Ireland and two in South Africa, 
plus some beginners. 
A group of British ex patriate bell ringers 
working in the Johannesburg area in the 1970s 
were keen that a ring of bells should be installed 
in that city. Earlier attempts to insta ll bells there 
had been made by Canon Ridout, who 
apparent ly learnt to ring whi le a student at 
Cambridge Uni versity. 
Ridout was Rector of St Alban's, Ferreirars-
town, Johannesburg , from 1907 to 194 1, having 
become Curate of St Mary's, Johannesburg, in 
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Sir Herbert Bakers plans fo r St George's Caihedral included an impressive bell towe1; as shown in 
this perspective produced in 1899. The tower remains un.built. 
1906. Ridout wrote of St Alban's church: 'On 
I Oth March, 1929, the new church was 
dedicated though the bells are not yet fo rth-
comi ng ... St John's College, Johannesburg, is 
building a bell tower, .. . St Bon iface Church at 
Genniston, seven mi les away, is to start building 
its tower soon after Easter ... we have hopes that 
when bell s are forthcoming they will be turned 
to good account.' Fleming ( 1875- 1950) was the 
main architect for St John 's College, although 
only clock bells, by the Croydon Foundry of 
Gi llett and Johnston, have yet been installed in 
it tower. Fleming was born in Southsea, 
Hampshire, and came to South Africa in l904. 
Ridout taught nuns of St Margaret's Mission 
to ring changes on handbells, culminating in a 
peal of Plain Bob Minor in hand at the Mission 
House on 6/3/1 930. Earlier, as in 19 13, Ridout 
had conducted 720s of Minor in hand with other 
expatriate ringers, incl uding Rev Canon Cyril 
Edward Earle Bul wer. Bu lwer was born in 
Kid li ngton and was the on of Henry Earle 
Bulwer, the second Honorary Secretary and 
Treasurer of The Central Council of Church Bell 
Ringers. He came to the Transkei in the late 
1890s and died in Port Elizabeth in 1962. 
Unfortunately, when Ridout died in 194 1 there 
was no one left in the Johannesburg area to 
champion the cause of ringing. 
On 3017/1977 a group o f British ex patriates 
res ident in the Transvaal visited Grahamstown 
and rang what is believed to be the fi rst quarter 
on the be lls, 1440 Plain Bob Minor on the front 
six. This was the first quarter for the Transvaal 
Society and the band was: Jane Reynolds I, R. 
H. Roberts 2, J. S. Hopwood 3, J . M. Lawrence 
4 , D. P. Smith 5, S. W. Barton 6. The conductor 
was D. P. Smith. On the fo llowing day a 1260 of 
Plain Bob Minor was rung that included two 
local ringers, Lindy Harwin , (then a student at 
Rhodes University but later to become Master of 
the Zimbabwe Guild as Linda Hyde), and Paul 
Spencer. 
After inspecting various towers in the Johan-
nesburg area, the Transvaal Society approached 
the authori ties at StGeorge's Church, Parktown, 
Johannesburg. The Society was supported by 
the Bishop of Johannesburg, Timothy John 
Bavin, who had been born in Middlesex and had 
learnt to ring before mov ing to South Africa in 
196 1. He returned to England in 1984 as Bishop 
of Portsmouth. The Society persuaded the parish 
that a lightweight ring of eight by the White-
chapel foundry should be installed in their 
tower, which had been designed by Herbert 
Baker. Fund raising was organised by the 
ringers, who donated one of the bel ls. Shirley 
Bolton was convenor of the fund raising com-
mittee. The bell frame was fabricated locally. 
Parktown's bell s were installed in 1980 and 
dedicated on 28/l /1 98 1. The first peal, of 5056 
Plain Bob Major, was conducted by S. W. 
Barton in 2h24 and was rung on 8/8/ !982. Most 
of the peals rung in South Africa have been 
scored at Parktown, many being credited to the 
Transvaal Society. 
At the start of the new millenni um Parktown 
had the most capable and strongest band in 
South Af rica although, as at other towers, the 
(continued opposite) 
Sir Herbert Bake1; Architect of StGeorge s 
Cathedral, Capetown, St George s, Parktown 
and Co-Architect ofSt Marys, Greyville. 
April27, 2001 
Editorial 
We are beginning to catch up on the 
Quarter Peal report back-log. In order to 
optimise the use of space and stay more up to 
date with quarter reports, we are going to 
adhere strictly to the traditional practice of 
publishing initials only (with surnames) for 
male ringers. It would therefore assist our 
typsetters if you will submit quarters in this 
way from now on. 
There will also shortly be minor changes 
to the layout of Peal Reports. Again this is 
aimed at optimising the use of space and 
providing a better service. It may take us a 
little while to get this completely right - so 
please bear with us in the meantime. 
On another 'housekeeping' matter, please 
note that e-mail letters· (for publication) to 
the editor should now be sent to editor@ 
ringingworld.co.uk. All other e-mail corres-
pondence should still be sent to RW@ 
ringingworld.co.uk. We hope to be in a 
position to launch expanded e-mail addresses, 
together with our new enhanced website next 
month. 
Date Touched 
On 27th April 1793 the British orientalist 
Sir William Jones, responsible fqr introducing 
eastern thought and literature (espec ially 
Sanskrit) to the west, died in Calcutta. 
On 27th Apri l 1932 the first London-Cape 
Town airline service was inaugurated by 
Imperial Airways. 
On April 27th 1996 a record peal of l0800 
Superlative (No.2) S. Royal was rung at Lyme 
Regis. 
First peal congratulations 
Luke T. W. Smith, Philip H. Mi_chie. 
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StMary's Church, Greyville, Durban, a combination of the designs of Sir Herbert Baker and 
F. L. H. Fleming. 
SOUTH AFRICA - continued 
standard of ringing had been adversely affected 
by the return of formerly resident ringers to 
Britain, especially in the 1990s. 
In I 883 !9 year old Cecile Isherwood heard 
Bishop Webb of Grahamstown preach at St 
Peter's Church, Eaton Square, London. Cecile 
decided to offer to work in Grahamstown 
diocese, initially for three years , and sub-
sequently founded the Community of the 
Resurrection at Grahamstown. In the 1970s the 
Community purchased Hill andale, a residence 
in the hills some I 0 km from Grahamstown , as a 
Retreat House. ln 1997 the Anglican Benedic-
tine Order of the Holy Cross, from d1e USA, 
leased Hillandale for their first monastery in 
South Africa. Colin Lewis, Ringing Master at 
Grahamstown Cathedral, was asked to arrange 
for the provision of three bells for the 
Monastery. 
The bell s, designed by Ray Ayres, were cast 
at the Xmeco Foundry in Port Elizabeth in 1998. 
Colin Lewis and Winston Robinson, the 
engineer who had hung the bells at Grahams-
town in the 1993 restoration, then designed a 
frame for six ringi ng bells. Lewis and Dick 
Holmes of Cape Town subsequently designed a 
simple bell tower that was built in 1999. R. B. 
Smith of Eayre and Smith confirmed that d1e 
frame and tower would ·be suitable for the 
proposed and newly existing bells. 
The steel bell frame was fabricated in 
Grahamstown as were the headstocks and other 
fittings. Wheels were made by Eric Tasmer of 
Rhodes U ni versi ty. The bells were hung in 1999 
and a fourth bell , redundant from another project 
and not in tune with the others, was temporarily 
added to the ring so that local ringers could at 
least practice Minimus. The first quarter on 
(continued overleaf) 
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these bells, the first ring of bells cast in Africa, 
was rung on 24/11/2000: Plain Bob Minimus 
conducted by .Colin Lewis. 
In addition to the above rings of bells there 
have been various abortive attempts to 
establish rings that have had limited success. 
The most notable is that of St Michael and All 
Angels' Church, Queenstown. 
William Coulson Tregarthen, born in Pen-
zance in 1856, who had trained as an organist 
in Bristol and emigrated to South Africa· in 
1878, envisaged that a ring of eight would be 
a fitting memorial TO OUR BRAVE MEN 1914-
1918, and that lettering was inscribed on the 
tenor. Tregarthen was an organist, music 
teacher and composer, and a dedicated 
Freemason, but there is no evidence that he 
was ever a bell ringer, although there were 
ringable bells in Penzance when he was a 
young man and one of the few bands of 
change ringers in Cornwall. 
The tenor and treble of the proposed ring 
were cast by Taylors of Loughborough and left 
the foundry on 10/5/1923. They were subse-
quently hung in a steel frame, presumably 
supplied by Taylors, the basal girders of which 
were not concreted in place until 1992. The 
tenor weighs 26-1 -2 and the treble 5-0-24. 
Both bells are rung occasionally and the tenor 
sounds particularly majestic. Unfortunately 
the slump in wool prices and the depression of 
the 1930s caused the scheme to be aborted. 
Tregarthen died in Queenstown in 1942, 
having donated the treble of the heavy ring of 
eight cast by Taylors in 1930 forSt Mary the 
Virgin, Penzance. His set of eight handbells, 
from Taylor's, now belong to St Michael and 
All Angels', Queenstown. 
Attempts to revive the Queenstown scheme 
were made in the 1990s. The money then 
raised was spent on repairing stained glass 
windows. The missing bells have never been 
added to the ring. Both bells, minus Hastings 
stay attachments, are otherwise in good order 
and the frame was painted in the 1990s. 
A scheme to install a light weight ring of six 
at Christ Church, Grahamstown, for which a 
tenor of 176 kg was cast in 1996 and another 
bell in 1999, is in abeyance, partly due to 
opposition by the present incumbent. 
The South African Guild of Church Bell 
Ringers was founded at Grahamstown in 1988 
as a result of a meeting instigated by Jane 
Gant (later to become Webster), who was 
elected first Chairperson of the Guild . The first 
peal for the Guild was Plain Bob Major, rung at 
St Paul's, Durban on 30/6/1989, conducted by 
Stephen W. Barton. Eleven peals had been 
rung for the Guild by the end of 2000. The 
Guild holds annual meetings which rotate 
between the four ringing centres in South 
Africa and publishes a newsletter. The Guild 
hopes to hold residential courses in future, for 
which Hillandale, with its residential and other 
facilities, should be ideal when completed as a 
ring of six. 
In order to encourage change ringing at 
grass roots level, in the mid 1990s the Guild 
introduced a Certificate of Proficiency as a 
Change Ringer, for which candidates had to 
either ring the treble for at least 120 of 
Doubles, or cover for a quarter peal. The 
Certificate was designed and drawn by John 
English, an architect, artist and bell ringer at 
Grahamstown who had come to South Africa 
after the end of the Second World War. For 
many years John was steeplekeeper at 
Grahamstown and was the cathedral 
architect while the cathedral bells were being 
restored. 
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The South African Guild's certificate features the six towers with ringing peals that existed in 
the country prior to 1999. 
Rhodes University, Grahamstown, also 
supports the development of change ringing, 
issuing a Certificate in Change Ringing for 
those who can at least hunt the treble through 
120 of Doubles and pass a simple theory 
examination. This Certificate is taught under 
the auspices of the Department of Music at 
the University and justifies the University's 
involvement in the cathedral bells restoration 
programme of the early 1990s. 
A quarter of 11 Doubles methods/variations 
at Grahamstown on 21/11/1999 was of great 
potential importance because the band 
apparently included the first South Africa n 
born ringer of non-European origins to ring a 
quarter or peal in the country. Change ringing 
has shallow roots in South Africa and most of 
the peals and quarters have been rung by 
·Europeans', and in the last 20 years. Whether 
ringing, and change ringing in particular, ca n 
take root and flourish is debatable and will 
depend much on President Mbeki's well 
publicised African renaissance, which may 
exclude much that is 'non-African', and on 
whether the country flourishes economically, 
as well as on the attitude of increasingly 
African church authorities, who have little 
tradition of bells and bell ringing . 
The outlook at the start of the new millen-
nium is not without hope, although it is by no 
means certain that even the majority of 
ringers resident in the country have yet 
realised that the success or failure of our 
exercise in South Africa depends upon 
recru iting persons of African origins. The 
quarters at the South African Guild 's meeting 
in Durban in September 2000, and the 
quarters at Grahamstown and Hillandale that 
year, hold promise for the future, although 
there is no room for complacency. 
References: This article was written with the 
aid of Jane and Eric Webster, Dr John Eisel, R. J. 
Holmes, Mike Berning, E. Elderkin, R. H. 
Roberts, A. Semple, N. Mitchell , K. van der 
Willigen and various friends in England. It is 
also based on published and manuscript 
material, a list of which will be lodged in the 
Central Council library. COLIN LEWIS 
